Foster Care in Florida
●

How much does one month cost to care for a child in foster care? ... $5,300

●

How long does a child typically stay in the Florida foster care system? … 13 Months

The math: One child needs $68,900 if they do not exceed the average length of stay.
The Florida Department of Children and Families reports that in the last 24 months, the number of
children in foster care has reached 22,004 statewide and is escalating. Foster care includes all
children who have been removed from their homes due to abuse, neglect or abandonment.
With over 22,000 children in need of care, we have $116,600,000 per month required to care for our
abused, neglected and abandoned children. This amount only covers one month of safety therapy,
help and guidance for children who have been removed from their home after enduring abuse or
neglect.
These statistics are frightening because there are not enough homes or beds to place these children
in so they have a safe place while waiting to be reunited with family or find adoptive parents.

1,000+
Florida teens exit foster care Each year… 1/3 will Experience homelessness.
20,000+
Florida children live in uncertainty every day because It’s so dangerous at home.
2.8 Million
U.S. children and teens run away every year, most to escape issues at home.

It's time to make it OK!
Stigma is the greatest barrier to those seeking help regarding their mental illness. It's OK to
get help with mental illness — life can get better. -Peace River Center
Mental illness can happen at any time to any one of us, at any age. Too often, mental illness in
children goes undetected and undiagnosed. This year, 1 in 6 youth aged 6-17 will experience a
mental health condition. With early diagnosis and treatment, children can heal.
Learning what the signs and conditions are for mental illness is helpful in starting conversations
when you have concerns for family, friends, or coworkers. Let them know it’s okay and encourage
them to get help.
Peace River Center suggests ways to listen and respond to those suffering from mental illness.
What to say:
"Thanks for opening up to me."
"How can I help?"
"I'm sorry to hear that. It must be tough."
"I'm here for you when you need me."
"I can't imagine what you're going through."
"How are you feeling today?"
What not to say:
"It could be worse."
"Just deal with it."
"Snap out of it."
"Everyone feels that way sometimes."
"Maybe try thinking happier thoughts."
Now more than ever it is critical to stop the stigma around mental health struggles that often prevent
individuals from seeking help for their children and themselves. Awareness and education is
important for acceptance and healing.

“No one should feel alone in their mental health journey without the resources and support they
need.” -National Alliance on Mental Health
Mental Health Awareness & Information provided by agency partner The Peace River Center.

Have you bought your flock of ducks yet? There are only a few days left to get your fowl in the race!
Proceeds benefit the Tampa Kiwanis Foundation and the Libertore Fund for Children. For every duck
purchased LibFund Kids will receive $1!

Get Involved

